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W HEN I firſt ſat down to write the fol- 
lowing ſheets, it was by no means my intention 
to come forward as an adviſer, much leſs as a 
reprover, of my brethren of the Clergy. It was 
{till further from my thoughts to take any notice 
of perſons ſo far above me, as the Nobility of the 
kingdom, or to have ſtepped forward in this 
public manner at all. I purpoſed only to have 
drawn out a few rules as outlines of the plan here 
recommended, and which I was reſolved if poſ- 
ſible to put in execution, and to have prefaced 
theſe rules by ſome recommendatory obſervations 
which I intended to keep by me, both to ſettle 
and eſtabliſh my own judgment, and to have an 
anſwer always ready to give to every one who 
aſked me the reaſons of my conduct. The work 
however {welled under my hand, until it took the 
form 1t at preſent wears, which I have entitled 
« An Addreſs to all deſcriptions of Chriſtians, 
but more particularly to the Clergy and Nobility.” 
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Though if I had intended it at firſt as a public 
addreſs to them, 1 ſhould moſt likely have thrown 
it together in a more methodical form, yet perhaps 
to have written by rule and method would have 
been as great an objection to it in the opinion of 
ſome, as it would be a recommendation in the 
opinion of others Such therefore as it is, it goes 
out into the world. What appcars to me to be 
the truth, is ſpoken in plain ſimplicity and offered 
without a covering. 


I have taken the liberty to point out ſome very 
flagrant offences committed by the clergy- in 
particular, where I mention a bcneficed clergy- 
man and a reverend dean, the one returning 
with a pack of hounds with which he had been 
hunting the day before, and proceeding to a pub- 
lic courſe to ride a race on the Lord's day, the 
morning of which it is ſaid he had previouſly pro- 
faned by toſſing head or harp for half a crown a 
toſs : and the other a well known character. But i 
as I ſpeak in that place in general terms I would 
not be underſtood as having any perſons in view, 
but thoſe particular ones I mention.—I hope for 
the honour of our eſtabliſhment they have no 
followers, and I am ſincerely ſorry that there is 
no authority in-our church to pull down ſuch 
Anti-chriſtian intruders from the ſtations they 
diſgrace. Let the defender of our ſaith make 
bare his arm, and if we cannot preveut the ad- 
miſſion of ſuch members, let us prevent their 
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continuance among us. It may be ſaid 1 have 
publiſhed an undeſerved cenſure on our eſtabliſt-- 
ment: —I anſwer, I wiſh to exalt them above it. 
But do the offences I have mentioned exiſt, or 
do they not? The fact is undeniable, and to pre- 
vent the continuance of the abuſe, whether is it 
better to over/ook it, or to publiſh and to brand it? 
But ſuck things will not, cannot be overlooked, 
or if overlooked, cannot be concealed. Satan is 
too wile, and his advocates too watchful, to let 
them fink into oblivion ;—the cnemies of reve- 
lation mark them Cown 1n thcir day-books, and 
hare them ready to produce againſt us at every 
fit opportunity : and the only method we have to 
avert the poiſon, is for ourſelves to cxpoſe it and 
mark our abkorrence of it. Upon the whole I 
would not be miſunderſtood. I do not mean to 
compare the teachers of the proteſtant eſtabliſhed 
church, with thoſe of any other denomination 
whatever, and by comparing to leflen them; 
quite the reverſe: for what Fave I to do with them 
that are without? to their own maſter they ſtand 
or fall. I only wiſh to raiſe the members of our 
own eſtabliſhment above cenſure, ard by pointing 
out their preſent errois call upon them to an:cud 
them.—I have but one word more to premiſe— 
ſome may think I attribute too much to the in- 
fluence of the higher ranks, and repreſent them 
as able to effect what the power of God only 
could cffet.—As to this I have only to far, that | 
never could be underſtood as regarding them in 
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any Other light than as inſtruments, acting under 
the direction, and ſtrengthened by the might of 
that God without whom we can do nothing. 


May his bleſſing attend the publication of the 
following ſheets which are written with a view to 
his glory! May he who only was found worthy 
to open the book of God, and looſe the ſeals 
thereof, open our nnderſtandings to comprehend 
its meaning, and ſeal its truths on our hearts; 
eſpecially at this awful time when the rod of the 
divine indignation is ſhaking over the nations, and 
the wine preſs of the fierceneſs and wrath of 
Almighty God ſeems to be treading out.—May 
we be inſtructed in the things that make for our 
peace; may we know him that is true, and be 
found in him that is true, even in his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt! This is the true God and eternal Life. 
to whom be Glory for ver. Amen 
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% Exhort one another daily (ſaith the Apoſtle) whe 
* t is called to-day, (i. e. while you have the 
time and opportunity, while the time of trial 
laſts, and the time of judgment is not come ;) 
<& leſt any of you be hardened through the deceit- 
e fulneſs of fin.” Heb. iii. 13. 


And again Let us con ſider one another io provoke 
«© unto love, and good works.” Heb. x. 24. 


SURELY if ever there was a time when Chriſ- 
tians had a call to watch over one another, or 
exert themſelves to ſtop the progreſs of vice, they 
have it at preſent, when iniquity ſo much abounds, 
and there is ſo much reaſon to fear, that the 
love of many ſhall wax cold. Mat. xxiv. 12. Is 
„ait not a duty particularly incumbent on ſuch as 
have known that, the Lord is gracious ;” who 
have 
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have had their © underſtandings enlightcned to 
know the glorious hope, and the rich inheritauce of 
the Saints; Eph. 1. 18. © who have had experience 
of the heavenly gift, and been made partakers 
of the Holy Ghoſt, have taſted the good word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come?” Heb. 


vi. 4, 5. 


If we be at all animated by a holy zeal for the 
glory of God and the intereſt of his church; if 
we have felt the bleſſedneſs of being at peace 
with him, and being called “ his friends,” John 
XV. 14. let us endeavour to bring others into the 
ſame ſtate of reconciliation and friendſhip, and 
ſhew our zeal for the glory of God, by pleading 
his cauſe in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
generation, and by endeavouring to ſnatch ſome 
of them as © brands from the burning.” Zech. 
ii. 2. 


Should not the ſervants of God be as indefa— 
tigable and zealous to promote is carſe, as the 
ſervants of Satan are to promote the cauſe of im- 
morality and wickedneſs ? 


I7 a brother or a ſiſter be naked, or deſtitute of 
food, and we ſay unto them © depart in peace, 
be ye warmed and filled,” and yet we give them 
nothing to ſupply theſe wants ; may we not be 
juſtly accuſed of uncharitableneſs ? In like man- 
ner, if we ſee a neighbour or a friend ignorant, 
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and careleſs, deſtitute of heavenly food and hea- 
venly cloathing, living in fin, and in dagger of 
falling into eternal miſery, yet do not endeavour 
to extricate him out of this dreadful ſituation, to 
lay open to him and to ſupply his wants, to in— 
{ſtruct his ignorance, and bring him as a partner 
and fellow-traveller with us to the mountains of 
glory ; can we be ſuppoſed to have any zeal for 
God whoſe ſervice we neglect, or any love for our 
neighbour whoſe ſalvation we trifle with? 


When the unfortunate traveller was robbed and 
plundered, and lay in his wounds and blood, the 
uncharitable Prieſt and Levite looked on him, and 
palſed by ; but the good Samaritan had compaſ- 
ſion on him. Go, and do thou likewiſe:—bind up 
the wounds of your unfortunate brethren who 
are wounded by fin, and robbed of their beſt 
riches—the image of God and the garments of 
righteouſneſs ;—and pour into their wounded ſouls 
the oil of gladneſs and balm of conſolation, by, 
as much as lieth in you, reſtoring them to the 
ſituation from whence they have fallen. The 
words of St. John are applicable to this head, 
« whoſo ſceth his brother have need, and ſhutteth 
up his bowels of compaſhon from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him?” 


Conſider the wretched caſe of him * who is 
alone when he falleth, and has none to lift him 
up.” Feclef. iv. 10. Conſider, it may be alfo thine 
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own. — Supply then immediately, as far as is in your 
power, the? preſent wants of your brethren, and 
provide before hand for what may be thine own ; 
and ſeize every opportunity, and promote every 
mean, which has an obvious tendency to further 
the knowledge of the truth, to eulighten the 
darkneſs of the ignorant, to weaken the power of 
Satan, to ſtrengthen the cauſe of godlineſs, and 
bring periſhing ſinners into a participation of that 
happineſs and ſalvation, © which the Son of God 
has by his precious blood-ſhedding, purchaſed for 
them that believe.” Adds xx. 28. Rom. iii. 25. 


Now how can we do this bctter, than by fol- 
lowing the advice of the Apoſtle which I have 
inſerted at the beginning of this Addreſs, © Ex- 
hort one another daily, while it is called to-day, 
Teſt any of you be hardened through the deceit— 
fulneſs of fin.” This is agreeable to the com- 
mand of God. Lev. xix. 17. Thou ſhalt not 
hate thy-brother in thy heart, thou ſhalt in any 
wife rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer fin 
upon him,” or as it might have been rendered, 
<« that thou bear not fin for him ;” which evidently 
intimates, that not rebuking our neighbour de- 
ſerves the name of hatred rather than h;; and 
that when we do not endeavour to convince and 
reclaim our brethren from their trauſgreſhons, we 
become partaters in their fins. Compare 1 Tim. 
v. 22. With Rev. xvill. 4. 
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I ſhall add no more on this head, but proceed 
to point out the moſt likely mean to enable us, 
through the divine bleſſing, both to reprove fin 
and to guard againſt it, and to ſtir up one another 
to the exerciſe of ſolid piety, and the cheertul 
labour of love both towards God and towards 
man : thus to become lights in our generation and 
as friendly guides to the port of bliſs, and by 
letting our light ſhine forth before men, impreſs 
upon others alſo to imitate our example, and to 
glorify their Father who is in Heaven. 


We ſhall ſucceed beſt in this attempt if we can 
ſollow the plan which the Scriptures mark out 
for us; for * all ſcripture given by inſpiration of 
God is profitable for doctrine, for conviction, for 
reproof, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the 
Man of God may be perfect and thoroughly fur- 
niſhed for all good works.” 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. And 
St. Paul in the xth chapter of the Hebrews, 23d, 
24th, 25th verſes, ſeems evidently to point out 
the uſefulneſs and enjoin the neceſſity of the 
meeting together of Chriſtians, for mutual en- 
couragement, mutual exhortation, and mutual 
ſupport: even as the Kingdom of Darkneſs is car- 
ricd on and ſupported by the mutual encourage- 
ment which its abettors receive from each other, 
in their meeting together for the purpoſes of va- 
nity and diſſipation and fin, in their card parties, 
their drums, and aflemblies, their various clubs, 
their merry meetings and tavern entertainments, 


&c. &c. &C. 
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In like manner the Apoſtle would have chriſ- 
tians frequently meet together for pious purpoſes, 
to endeavour to counteract thoſe miſchievous al- 
ſemblies; t build one another up in our moſt holy 
faith; to join together in being barriers againſt 
the progreſs of vice, and to aſſiſt each other in 
beating down that corrupt communication by 
which the Holy Spirit is grieved, piety and even de- 
cency outraged, and profancneſsbelched out in tor- 
rents upon the land.—To mect together, I ſay, for 
theſe purpoſes, as well as to reſolve together to 
ſpeak nothing ourſelves which would diſcredit reli- 
gion, but what might be as much as poſſible to the 
ule of edifying, and minifter grace unto the hearers. 


Eph. iv. 29. 


Is not this a conduct ſuitable to the deſign of 
the Apoſtle when he ſays, © Let us hold faſt the 
proſeſſiun of our faith without wavering ; (for he 
is faithful that promiſed) and let us conſider one 
another, to provoke unto love and good works: 
not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, 
as the manner of ſome 1s, but cxhorting one ano- 
ther, and ſo much the more, as you ſec the day ap- 
proaching”—that awful day when the ſecrets of 


every heart ſhall be diſcloſed, when we ſhall ſtand. 


before the dread tribunal to give account of the 
deeds done in tlie body—when the faithful ſervants 
of God, who have not been aſhamed of his cauſe 
or Goſpel ; who, as they bore the name, did alſo 
follow the fortunes of Jeſus, and were willing to 
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bear his croſs that they might inherit his crown, 
ſhall be made rulers over the nations, ſhall be 
clothed with white garments of luſtre and purity, 
and fit down with him in his throne—Rewv. iii. 21. 
while the wretched abetters of vice and 1m- 
morality, the wretched abuſers of their under- 
ſtanding and talents, the wretched perverters of 
the doctrines of grace and unparalleled love, and 
the unhappy ſquanderers of their invaluable time 
in uſeleſs purſuits and unprofitable paſtime, ſhall 
be convinced of their folly when it is too late, and 
be plunged without remedy into horrible darkneſs 
and woe; for then ſhall the fire burn up his ene- 
mies on every fide. | 


While we have the light, let us walk in the 
light: ſo ſhall we be enabled to rejoice in the Lord, 
and partake in the gladneſs of the upright in heart. 
Pſm. xcvii. 11.—ſo ſhall our path be as the path of 
the juſt, which as a ſhining light, (while the day 
of the wicked is darkneſs,) ſhall ſhine more and 
more unto the perfect day.—Prov. iv. 18. 


What I would recommend to you then, my 
friends, my fellow chriſtians, my fellow heirs of 
immortal promiſes, 1s frequently to meet together 
in little companies for the purpoſes of edification, 
to pray with, and for each other, to“ ſearch the 
Scriptures” together, and enquire into its truths, 
to exhort and provoke one another, as the Apoſtle 


enjoins, 
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enjoins, tg a ſtricter care, circumſpection and dili- 
gence, a more genuine expreſſion of love, and a 
life more abundant in every good work, and to re— 
prove and warn each other in the ſpirit of meek- 
nels, according as you ſee any likely to be over- 
come through the deceitfulneſs of fin. 


There is no better mean perhaps than chriſtian 
converſation and ſociety, to ſtrengthen the weak, to 
alarm the careleſs, to {tir up the lukewarm, or re- 
ſtore the fallen. — Here cvery one catches fire from 
another's example, the holy fcrvour difluſes itſelf 
from ſoul to ſoul, we become aſhamed of our own 
ſhort-comings, and being aſhſted and benefited by 
others' graces, we reſolve to preſs after the ſame at- 
tainments, and become ourſelves the object of 
others' imitation. | 


The enemies of religion and truth, the abetters 
of diſſipation, and lukewarmneſs, may endeavour 
to deter you from ſuch a purpoſe—they may ſtig- 
matiſe you with the appellation of fanatzic—they 
may arraign you of cauſing a ſchiſm in the body; 
but be not deterred by ſuch artificcs ' of Satan— 
they know rot what they ſay or affirm. They do 
not look ,upon themſelves as acting amiſs, or 
making a ſchiſm in the body, when they afſemble 
together in groupes for the purpoſes of amuſement, 
for the purpoſcs of gambling, for the purpoſcs of 
debauchery and ſcandal. And why ſhould you 
Le afraid of dividing the body of Chriſt, when 
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you meet together to join more cloſely to your 
Head, and offer up your prayers to Him? If ſuch 
a conduct as this ſubjects you to animadverſion, 
you may gladly ſuffer it, and boldly anſwer as St. 
Paul did in a fimilar caſe, This, I confeſs, that 
after the way which they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip I 
the God of my Fathers“ - Ads xxiv. 14.—And 
„ chooſe (with Moſes) rather to ſuffer affliction 


with the people of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
fures of fin for a ſealon.” —eb. xi. 25. 


But it is not meant that this ſhould make you 
neglect, but rather more careful to attend the ſtated 
times of public worſhip, and the ſolemn rites of 
your church ; that by adding the one to the other 
you ſhould qualify yourſelves for receiving the 
greater benefits from them. Alt is agreeable to the 
order of God, that you ſhould have a publie and 
authoriſed miniſtry, and whoever did not honour 
and wait upon their miniſtry, ſhould not be al- 
lowed as a member in your ſocteties.—But it is 
equally and expreſsly enjoincd that by aſſembling 
together you ſhould exhort one another, and ſtir 
up one another to love and good works—you 
ſhould comfort and edify one another. —Nay, in 
the 5th chapter of the firſt epiſtle to the Theſſalo- 
nians, where St. Paul beſceches them“ to know 
them that labour among them, and are over them 
in the Lord, and to eſteem them very highly in love 
ſor their work's ſake”--(where you may obſerve that 
the reaſon for the eſteem of Miniſters is founded 
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on their work, and their labouring among thein; 
and that in the Lord) —!I ſay, this very paſſage 
where the cſteem of Miniſters is enforced, is ſuc- 
ceeded and prefaced by an exhortation to the very 
duty here recommended © comfort yourſelves to- 
gether, and edify one another.—Now we exhort 
you brethren, warn them that are vnruly, comfort 
the feeble minded, ſupport the weak, ever follow 
that which 1s good, rejoicc evermore, pray with- 
out ceaſing, in every thing give thanks, for this is 
the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning you— 
prove all things, hold faſt that which is good, ab- 
ſtain from all appearance of evil.” —Surely the 
Apoſtle could not ſuppoſe that we ſhould fulfil this 
by meeting together as is commonly done for the 
purpoſes of cating and drinking and gambling, 
and finging, and talking of news, and politics, 
and ſcandal.—Wul any reafonable perſon ſay that 
this is the conduct of perſons defirous to © work 
out their ſalvation,” or ſolicitous to © fly from 
the wrath to come?“ 


But it may be urged that this command of the 
Apoſtle © not to forſake the aſſembling of our- 
{elves together” is ſufficiently fulfilled by meet- 
ing together once a weck, or a month, as it may 
be, in our ſtated places of worſhip ; or, in other 
words, we do our duty ſufficiently if we ſpend two 
or three hours (for decency's ſake) out of the hun- 
dred or thonſand, hearing a preacher tell us our 
duty, even though we ſpend the chief part of the 
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remainder in breaking it. We have a fimilar cha- 
racter given us by God himſelf of the zealous Jews, 
in the 33d of Ezekiel. © They come unto thee 
as the people cometh, and they fit before thee as 
my people, and they hear thy words, but they will 
not do them: for with their mouth they ſhew 
much love, but their heart goeth after their covet 
ouſneſs.“ 


But I would aſk thoſe * warm oppoſers of any 
thing that looks like chriſtian ſeriouſneſs, if they 
do at all fulfil the Apoſtle's injunction at theſe 
ſtated places of worſhip? Do they meet there for 
the expreſs purpoſe of ſtirring up, or provoking 
one another, as he enjoins, to the exerciſe of love, 
and the diſcharge of every good work? Do they 
then confider, and exhort one another, and that 
the more earneſtly as the great day of redemption 
and trial draweth nearer, © to hold faſt the pro- 
feſſion of their faith without wavering,” and de- 


The author hopes that thoſe to whom this part of the Ad- 
dreſs does not apply, will not take it to themſelves. —He is con- 
vincedthat there are many ſincere ſerious worſhippers in our public 
aſſemblies, who worſhip God in ſpirit and iu truth, and this not 
only in public but in private, and who are endeavouring to be as 
much as poſhble uſeful to others. —The author wiſhes that there 
were more of this valuable character, but the conſideration that 
there are many who do not deſerve this reproof ſhould not pre- 
vent us from giving it to thuſe who do.—It is likely that other 
parts of this Addreſs will require the ſame apology, and he pre- 
viouſly makes it, and hopes in fimilar caſes te be underſtood in 
the ſame latitude. 
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pending on the divine faithfulneſs to © perſevere 
unto the end, and not to faint ?” Does the preacher's 
doing his duty diſcharge theirs ? Do his exhorta- 
tions to them fulfil their part of exhorting one 
another, or as it is elſewhere expreſſed © edifying 
one another“ by warning the unraly, comforting the 
feeble- minded, ſupporting the weak ?* < Shall not 


every one bear his own burden?“ Gal. vi. 5.—and 


1s not this one part of it, to © bear the burdens of 


one another, and fo fulfil the law of Chriſt ?* Gal. 


vi. 2. But inſtead of doing fo, they caſt it upon 
others, and will not touch it with one of their 
fingers.—They caſt it on their preacher, and if he 
be faithful, they prevent his uſefulneſs ; they diſ- 
tract our attention by their empty carriage, ſo un- 
becoming a houſe of God, their ſaluting, and their 
whiſpering, and their laughing, and their gaudy 
ſhow, and their nodding plumage :—and if any 
ſtrong remark pierces through this thick interpoſing 
medium, a thouſand inſignificant queſtions after 
the ſervice plunge it alſo into the water of Lethe. 
If, notwithſtanding all theſe impediments, ſome 
through divine grace are inſtructed in a more ex- 
cellent way, and are reſolved not to walk in the 
path of the ungodly, nor fit down in the ſeat of 
the ſcornful, with thoſe mockers who ſcoff at re- 
ligion, and walk after theit luſts, why, they are 


* 1t would not be amiſs, if you would frequently read over 
this 5th chapter of 1ſt. Theſſalonians. It would help you to obſerve 
the great difference there is between the word of God, and the 
general conduct of them called chriſtians. | 
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every where ſpoken againſt.” —T? ey are the men 
who would © turn the world upſide down,” and 
rob people of their little pleaſures and paſtinie.— 
It is well obſerved in a little pamphlet containing 
the rules and orders obſerved by the religious ſo- 
ciety of St Catherine's, formed by the authority 
of his Grace William King, Lord Archbiſhop of 
Dublin, in whoſe ſteps the prefatory letter (at its 
republication) hopes his preſent ſucceſſor will 
walk—as I live in the country, I have not heard 
whether his Lordſhip has taken the hint, but as a 
follower of the mcek and lowly Jeſus, it might be 
expected that he would eagerly countenance it, for 
I obſerve that one of 1ts rules are levelled againſt 
a very prevailing fin, to wit “that we ſhun ſpiritual 
pride and the effects of it, as railing, anger, peeviſh- 
neſs, impatience of contradiction, and the like. 
Rule 15.” 1 fay it is well obſerved in this pamphlet 
coricerning the word paſtime, that © it is a word 
of the Devil's making.” The holy Scripture ſays 
the direct contrary, © redeem the time”—and in- 
deed, conſidering the great work we have to do, 
it appears all little enough—* to put off the old 
man, to put on the new” Fph. 4. 22.—* to crucify 
the fleſh” Gal. 5. 29.—“ and overcome the 
world”—1 7% 5: 9. 


The above little pamphlet, the peruſal of which 

I would recommend, conſiders the duty ] am here 
enforcing, to wit, the frequent converſation of 
chriſtians with each other, as one of the moſt ef- 
D 2 fectual 
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fectual fon the promoting of real godlineſs in the 
world. But notwithſtanding all 1 have yet ſaid, 
perhaps you are not yet convinced. Let me aſk 
you but one queſtion, are you deſirous to have 
your name written in the book of life? Then let me 
direct your attention to what God addrefles to the 
Jews, who poſſibly were as much attached to the 
temple as you can be to the church, or any other 
place of worſhip, and I wiſh that the compariſon 
might not hold farther. But uot to digreſs, having 
declared that the Lord whom they fought, would 
ſuddenly come to his temple—(in like manner 
ſhall he come a ſecond time to us, © behold he 
cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him, 
and they alſo who pierced him; and all kindreds 
of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him: then ſhall 
the righteous rcjoice”) ©. But who,” ſiys he, © may 
abide the day of his coming? and who ſhall land 
when he appearcth ? (alas! they would be but ill 
prepared for it; immerſed in ſenſuality they could 
not ſtand his ſcrutiniſing eve, or brook his ſelt- 
denying doctrine)“ for he is like a refiner s fire, and 
like fuller's ſoap, and he fliall fit as a refiner, and 
purifier of ſilver, and he ſhall purify the ſons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold and ſilver, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteoul- 
neſs: and I will come near to you to judgment 
and I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt the ſorcerers, 
and againſt the adulterers, and againſt ſalſe ſwcar- 
ers, and againſt thoſe that oppreſs the hireling in 
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his wages, the widow, and the ſatherleſs, and fear 
not me, ſaith the Lord.” 


Then it is ſaid, © they that feared the Lord 
ſpake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name ; and they ſhall 
be mine, faith the Lord of Hoſts, in the day when 
I make up my jewels ; and I will ſpare them, as a 
man ſpareth his own ſon. Then ſhall ye diſcern be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked, between him 


that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him not.” 
Mal. 111. 16. &c, 


Can any thing be more expreſs to our purpoſe 
than this? Ye that fear the Lord, and ſpeak often 
one to another, and thiak upon his name, are ſet 
down in his book of remembrance : and they ſhall 
be mine, faith the Lord, inthe day when I make up 
my jewels. - And in the day when he poureth out 
his vials of wrath upon a guilty land (a circum- 
ſtance that might impreſs upon us as much as any) 
when the deſtroying Angel ſhall paſs through, and 
ſlay utterly both old and young ; there ſhall a 
mark be ſet upon you, for“ you figh and cry for 
all the abominations that are done in the midſt of 
you.”—fzek. 9. 


Do you want any ſurther encouragement to ftir 
you up, and induce you to meet often together for 
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the purpoſes of mutual edification and prayer? 
that you may be the better enabled to glority God, 
and bear a more evident teſtimony to his cauſe, 
and more ſucceſsfully promote his kingdom of 
peace and righteouſneſs, than ſingly you would be 
able to do. Will the divine bleſſing and preſence 
urge you to it? Hearken then to what the Saviour 
of his church, the head of the body, whoſe re- 


gard for every member cannot be doubted, ſays 
on this point. 


* I ſay unto you, that if two of you ſhall 
agree on earth, as touching any thing that they 
ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done for them of my Father 
who is in heaven. For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am in the 
midſt of them.“ Matt. xvii. 19, 20. 


But does not this apply to the ſtated places of 
worſhip ? Undoubtedly it does, for whatever ap— 
plies to leſſer aſſemblies will alſo apply to the 
greater. But that it does more immediately refer 
to ſuch aſſemblies as I am here recommending, is 
evident from the firſt ſight of the ſentence, It can 
ſcarce be ſuppoſed that any regular congregation, 
ſuch as generally meets in our ſtated places of 
worſhip, ſhould conſiſt but of two or three wor— 
ſhippers ; yet here the expreſſion is reduced even 
to that number, © if two of you ſhall agree on 
earth.“ And leſt it ſhould be ſaid that this refers to 
the Apoſtles, it is immediately added, © where 
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two or thrce are gathered together in my name ;” 
that 1s, at any time or place, where even ſo few 
aſſemble for the purpoſes of worſhip, I will confer 
on them a peculiar bleſſing; a promiſe that ap- 
pears peculiarly calculated to encourage a much 
neglected and a moſt neceſſary point of duty, 
that of family worſhip. For now we cannot plead, 
I have no perſons with whom I can join to pray 
to and praiſe God. I have none with me but 
myſelf, and my wife or my ſervant :—evcn fo, 
yet come together in my name, faith the Lord, and 
my bleſfiing ſhall be with you. 


Can any one form a reaſonable excuſe after 
this for neglecting ſo plain a duty? Can he form 
any excule at all? Then let me inform him to 
what he is compared in the word of God, even 
to the Heathen who know him not, and againſt 
whom the divine wrath is revealed.“ Pour out 
thy fury upon the Heathen who know thee not, 
and upon the families who call not upon thy 
name.” Jer. 10. 25. Gracious God, if thy fury 
were now to be poured out on all the families 
who call not on thy name,* who do not honour 
thee by a Chriſtian worſhip in them, where would 

thy 


* There may poſſibly be ſome families where the maſter of 
them cannot diſcharge this duty—where the members that 
compoſe them are ſo averſe to it, that they will neither attend 
to it, nor he have any heart to join with them. 1 am inclined to 
think that this moſtly happens from not beginning in time, from 

being 
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thy indignation ſtop? and alas, would it not be- 
gin at the ſanQuary ? Are there not many among 
them who are commiſſioned to teach thy truths, 
who are particularly enjoined to be examples to 
the flock committed to their charge, as defective 
in this duty, and as averſe to any ſpiritual worſhip 
in their families, as any of their dead hearers ? 
« As for me and my houſe I will ſerve the Lord:” 
this was the language of Joſhua, and it is the 
language of all who like him would fight the 
Lord's battles, and ſupport the cauſe of godlineſs 
in this ſinful and degenerate age. 


And ſurely if we were to hope for a good ex- 
ample, or expect advocates for righteouſneſs, we 
ſhould naturally look to the clergy. —W hoever has 
examined the ordination ſervice, and confidered 
the declarations and promiſes made by every 
clergyman at the altar, muſt be ſurpriſed to find 
any of them /ukewarm in the cauſe of God, or 
abettors of licentiouſneſs 
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being too late convinced of the propriety of this duty, and fo 
our families are over:ome by a bad habit. Hence it is that we 
ſo often ſee the ſon rifing againſt the parent, and every way 
regardleſs of his commands—an evil indeed which often might 
have been prevented, had thoſe parents brought up their children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and taught them to 
remember their Creator in the days of their youth. This how- 
ever we may reaſonably expect, that every one who is eonvinced 
of the expediency of family worſhip, will forbear pleading ina- 
bility to perform it, until he has uſed all his induſtry and made 
every exertion'to accompliſſi it. 
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Who truſt that they are inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt to take upon them that office, to 
ſerve God for the promoting of his glory and the 
cdifying of his people :—who promiſe that, by 
the help of the Lord, they will give their faithful 
diligence ſo to miniſter the doctrine and ſacra— 
ments, and the diſcipline of Chriſt as the Lord 
hath commanded, ſo that they may teach the 
pcople conmitted to their care and charge with 
all diligence to kcep and obſerve the ſame that 
they will be ready with all faithful diligence, to 
baniſh, and drive away all erroneous doctrines 
contrary to the word of God—ard ts vſe both public 
and private admonitions and exhortations to the ſick, 
as. well as the whole within their cure, as need ſball 
require and occaſion ſball be given :—that they will 
be diligent in prayers, and in reading of the Holy 
Scripture, and maintain, as much in them lie, 
quietneſs, peace, and love among all Chriſtian peo- 
ple.” 


Now I would aſk any one, if theſe be not as 
ſolemn obligations as can poſſibly be ſuppoſed, 
upon every oue who 1s entered into the miniſtry, 
to uſe all their diligence in the ſervice of God and 
the edification of his people, and to promote, as 
much as in them lie, every inſtitution which 
would help to further lo deſirable an end—and in 
particular ſuch as bring in uſe thoſe public and 
private admonitions and exhortations, prayers and 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, as are enforced in 

E the 
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the very words of the ordination ſervice.—Surely 
if ſuch a conduct had been univerſally obſerved“, 
and ſo good an example given by the clergy, we 
might have expected more qurietneſs, peace and 
/ove, than has been our portion in theſe diſtracted 
times. 


And to what can we attribute the reverſe? Shall 
we ſay that the Biſhops have laid hands ſuddenly 
and without enquiry upon unworthy perſons ? or 
that they have becn biaſſed by mtereſt or family 
conſiderations, to thruſt perſons into the miniſtry 
who have overthrown its intereſts, and wounded 
the cauſe they were ſworn to ſupport ? or who 


have been aſlecp and careleſs while the wolf de- 
ſolated the fold ? 


No, let us not impute to them ſuch unwor- 
thy motives. Let us rather ſuppoſe that they 
have been actuated by the pureſt views for the 
glory of God and the intereſts of ſouls—that they 
have carneſtly looked out for the moſt proper 

perſons, „of good report, grave, not given to 
much wine, not double-tongued, or given to filthy 
lucre, holding the myſtery of faith in a pure con- 
| ſcicnce. 


* 1 ſay univerſally olſerved, for I do not mean to arraign the 
conduct of thoſe few but reſpectable clergymen, who have 
honoured their profeſſion and are an ornament to the church, 
who know their ſheep and their ſheep know them. I am not 
afraid of their being hurt by theſe remarks, but only thoſe to 
whom they apply. 
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ſcience: men whom they had firſt proved and 
found blameleſs—expertenced in the truths they 
were commiſſioned to teach.“ 


Let us, I fay, ſuppoſe this; and that theſe men 
have fallen, ſtrangely fallen aud forgotten their 
obligations—* the diſcaſed have they not Rrength- 
cned, neither have they healed that which was 
fick, neither have they bound up that which was 
broken, neither have they brought” acain that 
which was driven away, neither have they fought 
that which was loſt, but they have ſhorn the ſheep 
which they were intended to feed.” In ſuch a 
cale may I not take up the language of Ezekiel, 
e ſon of man, prophely againſt the ſhepherds of 
Iſrael, and fay unto them, thus ſaith the Lord, 
woe unto the ſhepherds of Iſrael that do feed 
themſelves, —ſnould not the ſhepherds feed the 
flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with 
the wool ; ye kill them that are fed (by gs 
but ye feed not the flock ;—therefore O ve ſtep. 
herds! hear the word of the I ord : Bchold f am 
againſt the ſhepherds and 1 will require my © 2k 
at their hand, and I will cauſe them to coef rom 
feeding the flock, neither ſhall the ſhep] herds ſeed 
themſelves any more, for I will deliver my flock 
from their mouth.” Ezeb. 24. | 


Surely ſuch language as this, and what is elſe— 
where interſperſed through the facred writivgs, is 
ſufficient to make the ears of unworthy paſto.s to 
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tingle, as well as of thoſe who knowingly appoint 
them, and thereby become partakers of their ſins. 
Indeed I know of no more ſerious duty, nor one 
ſor which a more ſevere account will likely be 
taken, than what lics on the patrons of livings, 
or thoſe who have the power of preſenting to the 
cure of fouls, to nominate only ſuch as they have 
Juſt reaſon to believe will fulfil their weighty ob- 
Jigations.—No doubt but God will require his 
flock at their hand. | 


But when we can ſee benchced clergymen pro- 
taning the ſabbath day, and accompanying the 
clamour of the hounds to diſturb the minds of 
ſcrious perſons returning from the divine ſervice, 
2nd proceeding on the ſame day to a public courſe 
to ride for a bet made over their cups the night 
before, no doubt encouraged by higher exam- 
ple—yes, when we can ſee dignitaries themſelves 
countenance ſuch miſconduct, when reverend 
Deans can become brecders, turn themſelves into 
Jockeys, and ſubmit to be made a degraded 
ſpectacle to a gambling and vociferous multi— 
tude, we cannot but think that there is a ſtrange 
deſect ſomewhere. But bcl.old I ſhew unto you 
3 more, excellent way. 


Let the miniſters of Cluiſt come nobly forward 
ia the faithful diſcharge of their duty—let them 
add to their public exhortations, private and well 


intended admonitions—let them encourage family 
worſhip, 
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worſhip,* and to do it effectually let them begin 
by ſhewing a good example at home: “ for if a 
man know not how to rule his oun houſe, how 
hall he take care of the church of God?” As it 
is impoſſible to be of effectual ſervice by merely 
caſual cxhortations to virtue or reproofs of vice, 
inſtitute in your ſeveral pariſhcs ſtated and fre- 
quent meetin-:s for this purpoſe, for praying and 
reading, and ſpiritual converſation. Some of 
theſe mectings may be more gencral, and ſome of 
them more confined, according as you may find 
it more uſeful at different times to ſpeak to a num- 
ber, or more cloſely to a few; to the married or 
the ſingle, to the heads of ſamilies or to thoſe 
under their carc. 


Suppoſing that general meetings were begun 
with, wherein yourſelves were the ſole directors, 
vou would in a ſhort time become better ac- 
quainted with your people, and by obſerving their 
conduct, would be able to ſelect from among 

them 


* How many purpoſes of religion would be anſwered, how 
much good would be done, if inſtead of that ſhameful watte of 
time in moſt families every evening at the card table, a portion 
of it was devoted to reading the word of God, converfing upon 
religious ſubjects and prayer. How melancholy is it to enter a 
room, and ſee from twenty to thirty perſons intent for hours on 
painted images, and breaking up without hearing or ſceing a 
particle of good ; whereas if our meeting together in a friendly 
manner was properly conducted, it might be made to anſwer all 
the ends intended by the meetings here recommended. 
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them ſuth a number of ſerious perſons, as you 
might form into ſeparate ſocietics, who might be 
uſeful in their neighbourhood and to one another, 
by either meeting 7ogether, or in their houles ap- 
propriating a certain portion of time, particularly 
on the Lord's Day, for reading the Scriptures, and 
praying with ſuch as are earneſt for ſalvation. 


By following ſuch a plan as this, you will in a 
ſhort time be enabled to call all your flock by 
name—you will become acquaiuted with their ſe- 
veral wants, and be able to apply yourſelf to them 
accordingly, and (to uſe the Scriptural language) 
your ſheep will know your voice and will follow 


you. Tohn x. 3, 4. 


Then when you have the ſame proſpect before 
you that St. Paul had, when he cried out, © I am 
now ready to be offcred, and the time of my de- 
parture is at hand ;” you will rejoice in it, and 
triumphantly exclaim with him, © I have fought 
a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have 
kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up ſor me 
a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
righteous judge ſhall give me at that day, and not 
to me only, but unto all them that love his ap- 
pearing.” 2 Tim. iv. 6. 


But to anſwer an objection. You will ſay per— 
haps, © I ſhall be called a Methodiſt ;” that is, 
you are afraid of being a Chriſtian, leſt you ſhould 

be 
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be aſperſed for it. But what does our Lord ſay 
on this point? © If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs and 
follow me,” Matt. xvi. 24. No man putting his 
hand to the plough and looking back, is fit for the 
Kingdom of God. When you entered into the 
Miniſtry, you ſhould have ſat down and conſulted 
your ſtrength, whether you would be able to meet 
all the. difficulties in your way, Luke xiv. 31. 
„Rand in particular to encounter all that oppo- 
ſition, which the faithful followers of Jeſus may 


naturally expect from a world at enmity with 
God. James iv. g. 


It might even happen that your neareſt friends 
would be the chief obſtacles in your courſe, your 
whole conduct being (were you even filent) a cen- 
ſure upon them; on their waſte of time, their idle 
converſation, their worldly-mindedneſs, and their 
ſinful diverſions, very inconſiſtent with the ſtate 
of perſons on the brink of etcrnity :—wherefore 
they cannot brook the reſtraint—they become 
pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your fides, to 
vex you in the land wherein ye dwell. 


I will not endeavour to encourage you under 
this misfortune, by the declaration, the awful de- 
claration of our Lord, which it would be well if 
ſuch deluded enemies of godlineſs would confider, 
„ whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe little ones that 
believe in me, it were better for him that a mill- 
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ſtone were hanged about his neck, and thai ho 
were drowned in the depth of the ſea”. Mast. 
xvili. 6. No, I cannot encourage you by ſuch 
an idea; for it is your wiſh to convert, reclaim, 
and fave, and to ſhew your goodwill to all men, 
and more eſpecially to thoſe who are endeared to 
you by affection: but I would direct you to that 
tranſporting promiſe of our Lord, who foreſeeing 
to what a length the prejudices and luſts of men 
would carry them, ſo as even to make them forget 
the ties of blood, and violate the bonds of friend- 
ſhip, Matt. x. 36.—prepares us for it and arms us 
againſt the trial Verily I ſay unto you, that ye 
which have followed me in the regeneration, when 
the Son of Man ſhall fit on the throne of his glory, 
ye alſo ſhall fit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of lfrael;” and not you ouly my 
Apoſtles, but every one that hath forſaken 
houſes, or brethren, or ſiſters, or father, or wiſe, 
or children, or lands, for my name's ſake and the 
Goſpel, ſhall receive an hundred fold, and ſhall 
inherit everlaſting life.“ Matt. xix. 28. Who- 
ſoever ſhall confeſs me before men, him will I 
alſo confeſs before my Father which is in heaven, 
but whoſoever ſhall deny me before men, him 
will I alſo deny before my Father which is in hea- 
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ven. X. 33. 


But what is this Methodiſm, for it may be well 
to enquire into this ſubject, that is ſo deteſtable, 
ſo much abhorred by the world? I have never yet 

been 
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been able to learn what is meant by it.—lt does 
not mean one who is connected with that ſociety: 
ſor it is indiſcrip:inately given to thoſe who are, and 
who are not. It docs not mean ſuch as hold certain 
opinions of faith: for it is equally given to thoſe 
who hold opinions the very reverſe. It does 
not mean ſuch as walk diforderly, ſuch as the 
Apoſtle * tells us of even weeping, as being enemies 
to the crols of Chriſt, whoſe end is deſtruction, 
whoſe God is their belly, and whole glory is in 
their ſhame, who mind earthly things.” Phi. iii. 
18. For 1 do not find that common ſwearers, or 
drunkards, or whoremongers, are ever charac- 
teriſed by it. 


But as far as I can judge, it is intended to point 
out any one who ſeems ſolicitous for his ſalvation, 
and deſirous to glorify God, and ſeparatc himſelf 
from intimate communion with the wicked, or 
who is unwilling to participate in ſuch filly diver- 
fions as rob the mind of its ſeriouſneſs, diſqua- 
lify for divine communion, fiir up angry paſ- 
ſions, deprive the poor of their portion, ener- 
vate every faculty of the ſoul, and prepare the 
mind for any thing that folly, or vanity, or diſſi- 
pation can let into it. | 


Hence a man is ſometimes denominated a Aſe— 
7hodijt, if he choofe to ſay Grace at his breakfaſt ; 
though I cannot fee any realon why we ſhould 
not give thanks to God for the firſt as well as for 
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the ſecond, er for the third as well as the fourth 
meal of the! dav. We are commanded to give 
thanks always for all things in the name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Eph. v. 20. And what cometh 
firſt in order, one would think, ſhould come firſt 
in the acknowledgment. But from our preſent 


practice might it not be reaſonably concluded 


that we thought nothing of this kind worthy of 
thanks, but ſuch as are attended or ſucceeded 
by a profuſion of ſtrong liquors. 


Again, in this after-part of a meal for which 
we may give thanks, if you happen to object to 
a round of Toaſts, which have for their object 


the introducing of the moſt filthy ideas into the 


mind, undoubtedly you are a Methodiſt, or you 
would not debar a good-humoured company of a 
little innocent mirth, which perhaps more reſ— 
pectable men than you are ſee no harm in. 


Again, if you do not chooſe to riſk the por- 
tion perhaps of the poor, by engaging in games 
of chance; if you would not throw away a great 
portion of your time, for which you could not give 
a good account, wherein nothing was done to the 
uſe of edifying, while you comfort yourſelves 
together, (1 Theſ. v. 11.—1 Cor. xiv. 26.) or 
if you would not break a poſitive command of 
God which ſays, “thou ſhalt not covet,” you give 
good reaſon for being called a Me?hodiji.—But 

above all if you have fortitude enough to intro- 


duce 
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duce any ſerious converſation, if, being a fe- 
male, you be unwilling to prattle for hours on 
gowns, and caps, and bonnets, and fringes, and 
flounces, and feathers, and flippany :—or if being 
a man, you are reſolute enough to read the Scrip- 


tures and pray in your family, you are @ downright 
Methodiſt indeed ! 


One would think, from ſuch language end con- 
duct as this, from ſuch a ſhameful aſperſion of 
Chriſtian piety, that our church was fallen, very 
much fallen indeed ; and that there were really 
no ſerious perſons to be found in it, none who had 
any regard for decency, or were willing to ſtand 
forth for the honour of God or the wounded in- 
tereſts of truth :—and no doubt ſuch conduct has 
been the mean of alienating ſome of its beſt cha- 
racters; by ſtigmatiſing them, or eudeavouring to 
ſtigmatiſe them with a name, they have obliged 
them to embrace e thing. 


Can there be a greater injury done to our eſta- 
bliſhment than this? to malign its faithful wor- 
ſhippers in order to countenance the cold and the 
lukewarm—to drive away its trueſt adherents, 
that its nominal friends may remain “ ſettled on 
their lees,” and free from uneaſineſs? 5 


Yet theſe perſons may eſteem themſelves as pil- 
lars in its cauſe—they may cry out the church, the 
church, as the Jews did “ the temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord,” whilſt they bring down 
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his anger and his fury upon it, whilſt they raze its 
walls and ſap jts foundations. 


* 


I would wiſh to break through this unaccoun— 
table deluſion, to ſhew you the ſolly of thus di- 
viding the people of God, of ſeparating from us 
our chief ornaments and principal ſupporters ;,— 
thoſe who {till prevent our candleſtick from being 
removed out of its place, and our courts from 
being ſwept with the beſom of deſtruction. 


I would wiſh that the members of our cſtabliſh- 
ment were, not merely in name but in reality, as 
diſtigguiſhed for - piety of conduct, and the ex- 
amplarineſs of their lives, as their eſtabliſhed 
doctrines are for purity of faith and excellency of 
precepts. 


I would wiſh that if any one were diſtinguiſhed 
as a faithful follower of Chriſt and a pious ob- 
ſerver of his will ;,—for having his converſation in 
heaven, aud living above the world—not counting 
his life dear unto himſelf, ſo that he might finiſh 
his courſe with joy I would wiſh, I fay, that the 
members of our church were ſo diſtinguiſhed for 
chriſtian conduct, ſo remarkable for pious zeal, 
that upon ſeeing ſuch a character, every one might 
be ready to cry out there is a member of the 
eſtabliſhment, a Proteſtaut, a Chriſtian indeed!“ 
and ſurely we might expect ſuch an example as 
this from thoſe who are characteriſed by their very 
name, as Prozeſters againſt any error in faith or 
practice. 8 
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Since I wrote the above I obſerve a paſſage in 
Biſhop Burnet, ſo very applicable that I cannot 
but tranſcribe it. © It is not our boaſting that the 
church of England is the beſt reformed, and beſt 
conſtituted church in the world, that will ſignify 
much to convince others: we are too much par- 
ties to be belicved in our own cauſe. It will have 
a better grace to ſce others boaſt of our church 
from what they ſec in us, than for us to be crying 
it up with our words, when our deeds do decr J it.” 


Pref. Paſtoral Care. 


If ſuch a deſirable event can be obtained we 
ſhould naturally expect that reformation will be- 
gin with the Clergy :—upon them therefore I call 
as the ambaſſadors for Chriſt, I beſeech them by 
the blood and wounds of that Lord, whoſe name 
they bear, and whoſe Goſpel they preach ; as they 
expect to be acknowledged by him in the day of 
his appearing and glory, and to render up their 
account with joy of the ſouls committed to their 
charge: I beſeech them not only to give no of- 
fence themſelves, that the miniſtry be not blamed, 
but to approve themſelves in all things as the mi- 
niſters of God. Be not content with the mere 


form of godlineſs, but be ſtrong in the grace that 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


The work is important in which you arc en— 
gaged - you ſtand as it were between God and the 
world - you bear a ſolemn relation to both—and 


whether you regard the glory of God or the in- 
tereſt 
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tereſt of ſouls, every thing calls aloud upon you 
for exertion Example will be ſtill more prevalent 
than precept :—evidence then that you are not 
remiſs in doing your own duty, and your people 
will be more ready to bear with you when enforc- 
ing upon them theirs. Do you want a model ? 
the great Apoſtle affords you one, who ceaſed 
aot to warn every one, night and day with tears ; 
and to teach them publicly, and from houſe to 
houſe ; and was enabled to call them all to wit- 
nels, that he was pure from the blood of all men, 
for he had not ſhunned to declare unto them all 
the counſel of God.” Ads xx. 20, 26, 31. Con- 
ſider his ſolemn exhortation, © take heed unto 


yourſelves, and to all the flock over which the 


Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath bought with his 
own blood.” How many of your hearers under- 
value, how many are ignorant of the efficacy of 
this blood ſhed for the remiſſion of our fins - how 
many depend upon it to their ruin, while they 
turn the doctrines of the Goſpel into licentiouſneſs. 
Here is a vaſt field for your exertions, a ſuffici- 
ency of employment that will require you to give 
yourſelf wholly to it, 1 Tim. iv. 15. in order to 
adapt your exhortations according to every one's 
neceſſities, and approve yourſelves © workmen 
that need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” 2 Tim. ii. 15. I have ever con- 
fidered the duty of a Miniſter the moſt awful, 
and at the ſame time the moſt difficult, that can be 


imagined. The circumſtances of a are 
ſo 


L003 


ſo different, and ſometimes ſo changeable, that 
what may be food for one may be poiſon for ano- 


ther, and what is uſeful to-day, deſtructive to- 
morrow. 


A ſenſe therefore of our lack of wiſdom and 
growing difficulties, ſhould make us very impor- 
tunate 1n aſking of God, who giveth to all men 
liberally, and has particularly promiſed to aſſiſt 
his faithful ſervants even unto the end of the 
world; (Matt. xxvini. 20.) in aſking, I ſay, of 
God ſuch ſupplies of his grace and Holy Spirit, 
as may both inſtru and qualify us for our work, 
and enable us to diſcharge faithfully the duty of 


evangeliſts, that we may both ſave ourſelves and 
them that hear us. 


For how can a man inſtru& others, who is ig- 
norant himſelf, or convince others, when himſelf 
1s unconvinced ? What force can there be in his 
arguments, upon whom all arguments have been 
hitherto without effect? How can he unfold the 
myſteries of God, who would require himſelf to 
be taught even the firſt principles of the doctrine 
of Chriſt ? or explain the cnergy and efficacious 
working of the divine grace and ſpirit, who has 
never experienced their power? Is it poſſible for 


ſuch a perſon to follow with any earneſtneſs after | 


the wandering ſheep, or bring finners to Jeſus for 
reconciliation and pardon, when he himſelf has 
never come to him, nor found him Precious? 


If 
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If we would ſſee the true cauſe of the progreſs 
of infidelity, and the lamented ſucceſs of thoſe 
pitiable wretches whoſe impious motto is © cruſh 
the wretch*,” ſucceſs which however to be la- 
mented, is among the evidences of % faith, and 
the preſages of heir approaching deſtruction, 
% whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the breath 
of his mouth, and deſtroy with the brightneſs of 
his coming :”—the Scripture hath foreſeen and 
forewarned us of this defection, that the faithful 
might be prepared and armed againſt it, and not 
fall from their tedfaſtneſs ; “ know this, that there 
ſhall come 1n the laſt days ſcoffers, walking after 
their own luſts, and ſaying, where is the promiſe 
of his coming? for ſince the fathers fell aſleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation :” 2 Pet: iii. 3, 4. nay, to ſo great 
a height would this ſpirit increaſe, that our Lord 
himſelf aks, © when the Son of Man cometh, 
Mall he find faith upon the earth?“ Luke xvui. 8. 
If I ſay we would find out the true cauſe of this 
progreſſive evil, we mult ſeck for it in the lives of 
the clergy—their lukewarmneſs and general incu- 
ference about things ſacred, their diſſipation and 
extravagance, their worldly-mindedneſs and grols 
tgnorance of the main principles of our religion; 

in 


* I allude here to the conſpiracy entered into by Voltaire and 
others, tor the purpoſe of miſrepreſenting and overturning the 
Chriſtian religion. For a particular account of which you may 
conſult Barruel's Antichriſtian Conſpiracy. 
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in fine, their being juſt as other men are, animated 
by the ſame views, hurried on by the ſame pal. 
fions, and encumbered with the ſame vices, as 
thoſe are to whom they are commanded to be ex- 
amples, in word, in converſation, in charity, in 
ſpirit, in faith, in purity.” 1 Tim. iv. 12. 


I do not mean to pals an indiſcriminate cenſure 
on all the clergy : There are many of them as diſ- 
tinguiſhed for their piety as their learning, at whoſe 
feet I would be glad to fit and learn ;—but that 
too, too many juſtify all I have ſaid on this ſubject, 
is too evident to demand proof.—Neither would 1 
beunderſtood, when I mention ignorance, to mean 
ignorance of the politer ſtudies of life, however 
deficient ſome may be even in this—no, they may 
perhaps be verſed in all the eloquence of a Cicero, 
or rhetoric of an Ariſtotle—they may be ac- 
quainted with all the laws of motion, and operations 
of nature, and with all the genius of a Newton, be 
able to travel through the vaſt firmament of hea- 
ven, yet notwithſtanding be perfe&ly deſtitute of 
the mind which was in Chriſt, and unacquainted 
with his ſalvation ; and conſequently entirely ig- 
norant of the one thing needſul for an able miniſter 
of the new Teſtament—how to make others ac- 
quainted with 1ts glorious truths, partakers of the 
ſaving grace of God, and the redemption which is 


in Chriſt Jeſus.— 


G Certainly 
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Certainly ans pp ſeems to have laid upon this 
the greateſt ſtreſs, and yet St. Paul was bred up at 
the feet of Gamaliel : « Chriſt ſent me, (ſays he) 
to preach the Goſpel : not with wiſdom of words 
leſs the croſs of Chriſt ſhould be made of none 
effect; for the preaching of the croſs is them that 
periſh, tooliſhneſs, but unto us who are, ſaved, it 
is the power of God. For it is written, I will 
deſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring 10 
nothing the underſtanding of the prudent. Where 
is the wiſe, where is the ſcribe, where is the diſ- 
puter of this world? hath Hot God made fooliſh the 
wiſdom of this world ? for when the world by (its) 
wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed God by (what it 
calls) the fooli Hhneſs of preaching to ſave them that 
believe.” Therefore he adds, © when I came unto 
you, I came not with excelleney of ſpeech, (or 
pomp of language,) or of wiſdom, (not with the 
fine flowing periods of human erudition) ; for I de- 
termined not to know any thing among you ſave 
Jeſus Chriſt, even him crucified. And my ſpeech, 
and my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man's wiſdom, but in demonſtration of the ſpirit, 
and of power, that your faith ſhould not ſtand in 
the wiſdom of man, but in the power of God. 
Howbeit we ſpeak wiſdom among theni that are 
perfect. SUP Cor. 1. CITE li. 1, dc. | pf 


W hoever is FINE of this power, or unac— 
quainted with this wiſdom of God, will in vain 
PE ae call | 


6 


call ſinners to repentance; in vain will he open 
the avenues of the human heart, and eject from 
thence the ſtrong man armed, or diflodge that 
ſpirit who ruleth in the children of diſobedience. 
The, force of human cloquence will not avail. Alt is 
not ſufficient to paint the beauty of virtue and the 
deformity of vice, to draw arguments from the 
reaſon and nature of things. This is good as far 
as it goes, but it does not go far enough. It might 
anſwer very well for the ſages of old, for the wor- 
thies of ancient Greece or Rome, for a Socrates, 
or a Seneca, but docs not ſuit a Chriſtian divine.— 
Their arguments were often wide of the mark, and 
when they happened to ſtrike, were unable to prerce 
— but © the word of God is quick and powerful, 
piercing to the dividing aſunder of the ſoul and 
ſpirit, of thè joints and marrow, and ſearches into 
the hidden thoughts and intents of the heart.“ 
Here then is the wiſdom we are to be inſtructed in, 
if we would be wiſe unto ſalvation—we muſt be 
** inſtructed unto the kingdom of Heaven”—we 
muft know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth know- 
ledge, and be able to give a reaſon of the hope 
that is in us; and whatever other wiſdom we have, 
it muſt be ſublervient to this. 


St. Paul was no doubt inſtructed in all the learn- 
ing of his age, as a peruſal of his writings teſtify, 
and his defence before Agrippa is juſtly eſteemed 
as a maſter- piece of eloquence. Yet was all his 
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learning made ſubſervient to the furtherance of 
the Goſpel, and Whatever attainments he had that 
were not conducive to this end, or hindered his 
advancement in the knowledge of Chriſt, whom 
to know is life eternal, he eſteemed as uſeleſs or 
pernicious: © what things were gain to me, thoſe 
I counted loſs for Chriſt, yea doubtleſs, and I 
count all things but loſs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, for whom J 
have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Chriſt.” 


To preach Chriſt is to preaeh the doctrine of 
reconciliation, to bring the glad news of ſalva- 
tion to loſt ſinners thro* Chriſt Jeſus. This is the 
buſineſs of a clergyman, and as ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt to beſeech them not to receive the grace of 


God in vain. 


The very idea of reconciliation includes in it 
a prior ſtate of enmity ; that man is encumbered 
with a depraved nature, and diſordered affections; 
that he has loſt the image of God, 1s alienated 
from him, and at enmity with him; or as St. Paul 
ſays, that we are dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and 
by nature children of wrath. Eph. ii. 1, 2. 


It is our duty, and the firſt part of our duty to 
convince men of this, that they may be incited to 


lay hold on the remedy, and earneſtly apply for 
| the 
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the rich mercy of God, who was in Chriſt recon- 
ciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing unto 
them their treſpaſſes. But in order to do this 
effeQually, we muſt, as before ſaid, be firſt con- 
vinced ourſelves; and then it is moſt probable that 
a fincere love of ſouls, and convincing views of 
their danger, will impreſs upon us te uſe every 
means of extricating them from it. 


Ilook upon the means propoſed, to wit, chriſtian 
converſation and ſociety, and meeting together for 
that purpoſe, as among the moſt likely to anſwer 
the end. I would have every clergyman promote 
family worſhip, I would have them endeavour to 
ſuperſede that ſhameful waſte of time which 
takes place even at the meeting together of inti- 
mate friends in evening entertainments, and in- 
troduce in its ſtead at leaſt a portion of time, ſpent 
in chriſtian converſation, reading and prayer. I ſay 
a portion of time, for not to occaſion too much 
offence, I think it beſt to declare, that I do not 
look upon every thing as finful, which cannot be 
reduced to the immediate purpoſes of religion, 
though I certainly do every thing that militates 
with it; whilſt again, cvery thing 1s more uſeful 
accordingly as it has a rcſcrence to religious pur- 
poſes, as any thing may become t:nful, however 
innocent or indifferent in itſell, that is toc much 
attended to, or too much arreſts our attention 
from the © one thing necdſul.“— As Law lome— 
where juſtly obſerves, that © a man may be {9 


buſied 
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buſied in picking of, lraws as to have no leiſure to 
think of his ſalvation.” And laſtly, the more 
effectually to break through this idle, this trifling 
way of living, this general deluſion, let them 
eſtabliſh other meetings wherein religion ſolely 
ſhall be the ſubject, wherein they might with ſtil} 
greater ſeriouſneſs learn to grow wile to ſalvation. 


If clergymen were to act thus in their ſeveral 
pariſhes, it would increaſe their influence, (and 
when a miniſter is an enlightened one, his influence 
cannot be too great) to a degree before unknown: 
vice and immorality would be abaſhed at his pre- 
ſence, and ſenſuality and profaneneſs hang their 
head.—lt is therefore I have taken the liberty of 
calling upon them, as one of their order, to be- 
come thus examples to the believers, to do the 
work of Evangeliſts and make full proof of theit 
miniſtry.— They are ſhepherds, let them follow 
the example of the chief ſhepherd, and feed their 
flock, going about doing good. They are ſtewards, 
let them be * hameleſs as the ſtewards of God,” 
e diſpenfing unto every one their (proper) portion 
of meat in due ſeaſon.” Titus i. J. Lutte xii. 42. 
They are watchmen, let them ſtand on their wazeh- . 
tower and give warning. Ezek. xxxiii. 7. Let 
them not reſemble the deteſtable characters. of 
Ifaiah, who © watch for iniquity, and lay a ſnare 
for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aſide 
the juſt,” (xxix. 20.) or thoſe watchmen who are 
« blind, ignorant, dumb dogs that cannot bark, 

fleeping. 
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ſleeping, lying down, loving to ſlumber, yes 
greedy dogs which can never have enough, that 
look all to their own way, every one for his gain 
irom his quarter,” who inſtead of lifting up. their 
voice like trumpets, inſtead of crying aloud, and 
ſparing not, to warn their flock of their enemies 
and their danger, rather call all the beaſts of the 
foreſt to come and devour.” Jai lvi. 9, &c. In 
fine, they are labourers in God's huſbandry, 
(1 Cor. iii. 9.) let them continue to ſow, and plant, 
and water, until they have cultivated the whole 
ſoil, and never ceaſe their labour until the great 


Maſter appear, and give them a ful! and diſtin- 
guiſhed reward. — 


We have an additional call upon us at this time 
to be active, and exert ourſelves as © good ſoldiers 
of Jeſus Chriſt,” not indeed depending on the arm* 
of fleſh, . xvii. 5. ) (no, the weapons of our 

warfare 


Thus faith the Lord, curſed be the man that truſteth in 
man, ard waketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart departeth from 
the Lord. —When I read this language of Jeremiah, I cannot 
but remark the impropriety of clergymen interfering as military 
characters, of taking up the ſpear and ſhield, and departing 
ſrom their proper employment—and much more of having it 
countenanced by authority. Il doubt not but many who have done 
ſo, feel their error, but are aſhamed to retract, I have reafon to 
believe that this is the caſe—but why not rather aſhamed to 
vility their profeſſion, why not aſhamed of their own inconſiſ- 
tency, and of continuing to wound the intereſts of that cauſe 
which they were firſt engaged in, and delighteth not in arms 
and blood. The ſooner an evil habit is broken, the better. 
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warfare are not carnal), but in the ſtrength of the 
Lord, and the power of his might. —Iufidelity is. 
making a rapid progreſs among us, practical Y 
atheiſm, and impiety gaining ground ; add to this, 
the ſubverters of all laws, human and divine, ſur— 
round us on every fide, and our church aud na- 
tion in imminent danger. — Truly we are ſet in 
fippery Places, and that on account of our wick-. 
edneſs, and it is well if we be not caſt down to, 
deſtruction.—It is high time for us to aw ake. out 
of our ſecurity; if we ſleep a little longer, we may 


ſteep for ever. 


Some may perhaps imagine that the fre!e/tan? 
church will not be given up as a prey to iufidels 
or idolaters ; but I ſee no ground for tius hope, I 
ſee no reaſon why the mere name of a church 
ſhould be any preſervative to it, when it wants 
the thing the name figaifies.—Againſt the true 
church of Chriſt che gates of hell ſhall not preyail, 
but the church of Chriſt, or to confine the ſenſe, 
any true church of Chriſt is a ſociety of Sailhſu! 
people, and not of thoſe who are unfaithful to all 
their principles What the Baptiſt applies to the 
Jews applies to all in fimilar  circumflances, 
« think not to ſay within yourſelves, we have 
Abraham for our father, for I ſay unto you, that 
God is able of theſe ſtones to raiſe up children to 
Abraham. And now allo the axe is laid unto the 


root of the trees, therefore every tree which bring- 
eth 
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eth not forth good fruit, is hewn down and caſt 
into the fire.” —Nay, have we not already felt its 
ſtroke? and have we not every reaſon to fear, that 
c unlels we remember from whence we are fallen, 
and repent, and do our firſt works,” ſome more 
awful diſpenſation may come upon us, our tree be 
altogether cut down, and our candleſtick removed 
out of its place? Do we want examples to confirm 
the truth of this reaſoning ? Look at the ſeven 
churches of Afia, planted by the hands of the 
Apoſtles, look at Jeruſalem, look at Conſtanti- 
nople, look at Rome. 


I ſhall conclude what I have to ſay on this head 
in the words of one, who will perhaps have more 
influence than I can expect, and whoſe excellent 
book on the Paſtoral Care, ſhould be in the hands 
and hearts of every candidate for the miniſtry. 


« If either the ſenſe of the wrath of God, or 
the deſire of his favour and protection; if zeal for 
our church and country ; if a ſenſe of the progreſs 
of atheiſm and irreligion; if the contempt that 
falls on us, and the injuſtices that are done us ; if 
a defire to heal and unite, to purify and perfect 
this our church; if either the concerns of this 
world, or the next, can work upon us, and affect 
us; all theſe things concur to call on us to apply 
our utmoſt care and induſtry to raiſe the honour of 
our holy profeſſion, to walk worthy of it, to per- 
form the engagements we came under at the altar, 


H when 


E 


when we were dedicated to the ſervice of God; 
and in all things Yoth to adoru our religion and 
our church.” Burnett. 


It is to be hoped that ſome will hear the cxhor- 
tation, and ſtand forward in the righteous cauſe. 
There are many who are impreſſed with a finceie 
zeal for God and a love of ſouls, who yet are 
hindered from being extenſively uſeful through 
the fear of particularity—This is the bug-bear 
which 1s bolſtered up to ſcare us from cur duty, and 
damp and chill our zeal—dcprive it of its trap— 
pings, and it will appcar but a painted phantom 
to frighten fools. —W ho ſo particular as Enoch, or 
as Noah, as Abraham, or as Job, yct who ſuch 
friends of God? What, ſoldiers of Chriſt, and be 
afraid to fight for God ? Know ye not that the 
fearful ſhall not inherit his kingdom, © the fearful 
and the unbelieving have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire.” Rev. xx1. 8. Aud with- 
out being pariicu/ar you cannot be Chriſtians, 
Matt. vii. 13. 


Should you not however hear, ſhall I therefore 
be without hope ? No, I will turn me round to 
the gods of the earth *, and ſeek from them that 
influence which is denied by you—ſurely © they 
will not judge unjuſtly, nor accept the perions of 
the wicked.”—Unto you then I apply, ye princes 

ang 


See 82d Pſalm, and Patrick's Paraph raſe. 
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and novles, ye rulers and judges of the earth. You 
are, or ſhould be the repreſentatives of the divi- 
nity, you ſhine like the ſun in the firmament of 
Heaven, and if eacouraged by your kindly 
warmth, how would the chriſtian vine flouriſh ! 
ſhe would ſhoot out her branches and fill the 
land; cheriſhed by your beams the powers of 
darkneſs would not prevail againſt her, her fruit 
would flouriſh and grow up to perfection. —But 
if inſtead of ſhedding a vital heat, you cxhale 
only peſtilential vapours, which you pour down 
in deſtruciive torrents on this vine; how can you 
expect but that her fair bloſſoms will be all 
bliyhted, her fruit wither away, and never come 
to maturity, as if ſhe were planted in the wilder- 
neſs, in a dry and barren foil“. 


Know you not how much depends on ft? how 
vou are courted, honoured, imitated, almoſt 
adored ? Nay, have not divine honours becn at 
times actually paid yout, and temples and altars 
been raiſed to your ſervice ? the page of hiſtory 
juſtifies tne aſſertion, and preſent obſervation does 
even yet too ſtrongly confirm it. How often do 
you engroſs that attention, and ſuperſede that re- 
verence which is due only to the true God of the 

Univerſe? 


* For an anſwer to an obje&:on which may be made to this 
hole paſſage, ſce Preface. 


+ See Acts Xii. 22. and compare the Commentaries on it 
with the Heathen Mythology, which is little more than a Hiſ— 
tory of the Deification of their great men. 
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Univerſe ? how often does the fear of you impreſs 
more upon weak man, than the fear of Him who 
can deſtroy both body and ſoul? and how often 
has the hope of gaining your favour and appro- 
bation (a fleeting and uncertain good) and the 
honour and preferment beſtowed by you more in- 
fluence upon him, than the ſure and certain ex- 
pectation of ſecuring that “ honour which cometh 


of God only” and becoming poſſeſſed of all the 
rich treaſure of eternal enjoyments ? 


Were this influence exerted in the cauſe of god- 
lineſs, did all its efforts tend to the eſtabliſhment 
of truth, to the ſupport of righteouſneſs, and the 
ſuppreſſion of iniquity, through the bleſſing of 
God what happy effects might it be the means of 
producing ? how would profaneneſs, how would 
religion hang their head, while virtue and inno- 
cence would rejoice in your preſence! And do you 
not think this a duty incumbent upon you ? and 
do you not dread the awful day of inquifition, when 
retribution will be given you for the ſhameful per- 
verſion of your talents ? nay, is not this retribu- 
tion partly begun? and may not your declining 
influence be equitably accounted for as a juſt 
judgment on its miſapplication ? The language of 
our Lord is applicable to this point, © whoſoever 
hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall have 
more abundance ; but whoſoever hath nor (to any 
good purpoſe, and much more he that hath but 
for purpoſes of wickedneſs) from him ſhall be taken 


away 


1 


away even that which he hath,” or only ſeemeth 
to have: ſor it is not his own, but lent, and the gift 
being abuſed, it will be recalled. If any man 
have ears to hear, let him hear: a negledted Goſpel, 
and abuſed Mercies will, ſooner or later, bring down 
a righteous judgment; and when the evil is come to 
the height, the ſtroke of the avenger will no longer be 
delayed.“ Be wiſe, now, therefore, O ye Kings, 
te inſtructed ye that are judges of the earth, ſerve 
the Lord with fear, and rejoice before him with 
trembling ; kiſs the ſon leſt he be angry, and ye 
periſh from the way, when his wrath is kindled, 
yea but a little, Bleſſed are all they that put their 
truſt in him” Pſalm ii. 10. © Whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhall not be aſhamed ; he ſhall be like a 
tree planted by the river fide, whoſe leaf ſhall not 
wither, and whatſoever he doeth, it ſhall proſper.” 


Happy and glorious times are yet in our view, 
when Kings ſhall be our nurſing fathers, and 


Queens our nurſing mothers, when they that are 
eminent 1n ſtation ſhall be equally eminent for 


their love of God, and zeal in his ſervice. Would 
it not be well in you to anticipate them, and help 
to reſtore the waſte places, and build up the former 
deſolations, that you might be called “ the re- 
pairers of the breach, the reſtorers of paths for 
the righteous to dwell in.” Then ſhall violence 
be no more heard in the land, nor. waſting or deſ- 
truction within our borders—ſalvation and ſtrength 
ſhall reſide in our walls, and finging and 

praiſe 
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praiſe ſhall reſound in our gates. We ſhall hare 
beauty for aſhes, thb oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garment of praile for the ſpirit of heavineſs, 
andour ſun ſhall go no more down. 


But perhaps you ſee no beauty in this way to 
defire it, nor can be perſuaded to give up thole 
bewitching pleaſures in which you think the whole 
happineſs of life conſiſts. But have you ever 
found any real happineſs in what the world calls 
pleaſure ? or have you ever had leiſure for any 
ſober reflection on it? or compared thele fleeting 
Joys with that ſtate of never-ending duration ?— 
Has eternity bcen ever ſeriouſly thought on by 
vou? and are you meet for it? Methinks the very 
idea of eternity, and your unpreparcdnels ſor it 
might harrow up your foul, and turn ail your pica- 
ſure into pain. : 


Beſides have not the manners of ſome of ie 
great very much degenerated, and taken a turn 
from which no poſſible pleaſure can ariſe, unleſs it 
be a © pleaſure in wickednels?” For inſtance, what 
pleaſure can my ladies A, B, C, or Mrs. J. have 
in ſwearing and curſing like troopers, and by their 
abominable profanation of the ſacred name of 
God, levelling themſelves with the offscourings of 
the creation ? What pleaſure, what gratification 
can they find from hectoring their dependants, or 
inſtructing their children in this language of Hell! 
Have they ever read the Divine declaration,“ ſhe 

that 
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that Jiveth in picaſure is dead while ſhe liveth,” or 
what St. James ſays, “ ye have lived in pleaſure 
on the earth, and been wanton, ye have nouriſhed. 
your hearts as in a day of ſlaughter: go to now, 
weep and howl ſor your miſeries that ſhall come 
upon you.” Ferhaps cxample will have fome 
weight with you.—Behold one you are well ac- 
quainted with Who ſo fond of plcaſure as the 
Nobles of France? whoſe deſolation greater? was 
not every day alike to them? Whendid they hallow 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy? On the very 
days of their t did they not find pleaſure? And 
are there none among ourſelves who have imitated 
their cxample ? Did they not lay up treaſure for 
themſelves againſt the laſt days, and has it not 
come upon them, cven ruln to the uttermoſt ? 
the curſe has literally been pourcd out upon them. 
Fer. 17. 27. If ye will not hearken unto me to 
hallow the Sabbath day, then will I kindle a fire 
in your gates and it ſhall devour your palaccs, 
and ſhall not be quenched.” —Let us beware of a 
like evil, and not treaſure up unto ourſeIves wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God. 


Is pleaſure really your aim? then ſeek for it in 
religion; © her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
all her paths are peace—ſhe is a tree of life to 
them that lay hold on her, and happy is every 
one that retaineth her.“ 


But 
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But perhaps you have never found this happi- 
neſs in religion. How could you expect to find 
it? to eat of the grapes when you have not planted 
the vine.—But you do not ſee from whence it 
ſhould ariſe: how could you ſee it, when your 
heart is fixed on its oppoſite ? become a Chriſtian“ 
and you will knw it. © The natural man re: 
ceiveth not the things of the ſpirit of God, neither 
can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned.” 1 Cor. ii. 14. But obſerve what the 
Scripture ſays of the true Chriſtian, and you will 
no longer be at a loſs to account for his enjoyment 
of happineſs you cannot as yet diſcern : © If any 
man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature, old things 
are paſſed away, all things are become new, and 
all things are of God.” 2 Cor. v. 17. Such a vaſt 
change as this implies, a change wrought of God, 
eaſily ſolves the doubt. When you put off the 
old man, and put on the new, you put off your 
old views, and lay aſide your old principles of 
action—your apprehenſions of things are altered; 

you ſee them iu a ne light; and your affefions 
allo are changed. They are no longer fixed on 
momentary, uncertain, periſhable things, but on 


the 


* 


* To be a Chriſtian, it is not ſufficient that we have been 
merely baptiſed in the name of Chriſt. Yet perhaps ſome vainly 
depend on this while they forego all their ſacred obligations.— 
To be a Chriſtian is to have the mind and the ſpirit of Chriſt 
It is not to put away the outward filth of the fleſh, but to have 
the inward anſwer of a pure conſcience towards God. | 
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the rich unfading treaſures of eternity, and where 
your treaſure 1s, there 1s your heart alſo.—Your 
happineſs ariſes from an intimate communion with 
God, an intercourſe with his people, a conformity 
to his image, a reſtoration to his favour, and a 
meetneſs for his preſence :—fo that tho' before 
dark, and ignorant, being become ſpiritual, you 
can now judge of ſpiritual things, and are enabled 
to comprehend thoſe deep words of Serip— 
ture, © Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him, but God hath revealed them unto us by 


his Spirit.”—1. Cor. ii. 9. 


Be but perſuaded then to try the experiment ! 
cultivate the influence of the blefled fpirit of God 
which he hath promiſed to give to them that aſk 
him, (Luke x1. 13.) and fupport by your own in- 
fluence, and encourage by your own example 
ſuch pious fouls as endeavour to break through 
the general delufion, are lively enſamples of that 
righteouſneſs which exalteth a nation, and the 
principal oppoſers of that wickedneſs by which 
the finner and the city is overthrown. Prov. x1. 


11. xii. 6. xiv. 34. 


Should you hear my exhortation, I have gained 
my point ; ſhould you not hear, I have done my 
duty I have ſtood on the watch and given you 
warning; and if you be attentive and deſpiſe 
it, I have to conclude my teſtimony in the words 

I ; of 


„ 


of the Pſalmiſt : © I have ſaid, ye are Gods, and 
all of you children of the moſt high, but ye ſhall 
die like men, and fall like one of the princes,” 
like Dathan and Abiram, (Deut. xi. 6.) or like 
others in more modern times, whoſe examples 
you have before you. 


I fiacerely with that you may not be inattentive 
to your own intereſts, that you may not madly 
chooſe death in the error of your ways. Yet ſhould 
not my fond hopes be realized, I will, however 
reluctantly, withdraw my regards from that glit- 
tering ſphere in which you move, and turn my 
attention to thoſe poor whom God particularly 
willeth to be © rich in faith, and heirs of the pro- 
miſes.— | 


My friends, you do not poſſeſs thoſe numerous 
ſuperfluities in which others revel.—Many of you 
want the comforts, or even the neceſſaries of hu- 
man life ; and ſome of you have I found 1n this 
ſituation, rejoicing in God, and filled with his 
Spirit —And indecd are you not called by the 
afflictions of the preſent life, to ſeek with the 
more carneſtneſs a happier portion in the life 
which is to come? The rich man who fares ſump- 
tuouſly every day, and is clad in purple and fine 
linen, while his poorer brethren want even ſtraw 
whereon to reſt their wearied limbs*, 1s no doubt 

a fool 


*The author very lately met with a circumſlance of this 
kind :—a wretched family in a wretched houſe previous to the 


winter 


. 


a fool for bartering Heaven for earth, ſelling eter- 
nity for time, and drinking down his draughts of 
pleaſure until he wants a drop to cool his burning 
tongue. (Luke xvi. 19, 24.) But if agitated by 
envy and haraſſed by impatience, you give up 
that time to diſcontent and complaining, m which 
you ſhould have been conforming yourſelves to 
the example, cheriſhing the ſpirit, and copying 
after the virtues and patience of your ſuffering 
Lord, are you not juſtly chargeable with double 
ſolly, to loſe the preſent, and loſe the future king- 
dom, to loſe both worlds? Be wiſe in time, and 
conſider, if you want ſome of the advantages, you 
want alſo many of the temptations annexed to a 
higher ſphere—you have not thoſe high-ſounding 
titles which flatter the vanity, excite the pride, 
but do not mend the hearts, of their poſſeſſors.— 
You have not the fortune, and want the means of 
extenſive good, of relieving the wretchedneſs, and 
ſupporting the ſpirits of thoſe that are ready to 
periſh ; but to counterbalance this you arc exempt 
from thoſe ſnares incident to greatneſs, thoſe con- 

I'2 tinual 


winter ſtorm, without a fire, without a bed, without a covering, 
having an appearance only of worn out ſtraw, a ſcanty protection 
from the frozen ground. Gracious God ! at ſuch a ſeaſon as 
this, when the drifting ſnow pervades every cranny, and when 
thouſands and ten thouſands are ſquandered away in folly or ex- 
travagance, when a ſingle meal perhaps devours what would ſuſ- 
tain the whole poor of a pariſh for a twelvemonth, is it any won- 
der that our Lord ſhould ſay at the laſt day, & Depart ye 
curſed, for I was hungry, and ye fed me not, naked, and ye 
clothed me not?“ | 
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tinual ſolicitations to evil, by which it is next to 
impoſhble not to be overcome. Mat. xix. 23, &c. 
—Your way is plain before you—your under- 
ſtandings are not biaſſed by the flattery of depen- 
dants, your taſte is not vitiated by the luxuries 
and delicacies of life—your paſſions are not cx- 
cited by continual incentives to indulgence, and 
continual opportunities of gratifying it.—If ſome 
of you be encompaſled with preſſing difficulties, 
they are intended by a wiſe Providence to work 
together for your good, and are ſo many louder 
calls to feek for that grace which will alleviate 
their ſeverity and make you more carneſtly con- 
tend for that kingdom, where poverty ſhall be 
exchanged for riches; and ſorrow, ſickneſs and 
diſhonour, for glory, honour and peace. 


There are however a number who are encum- 
bered with none of theſe difhculties,—they have 
not to ſupport the pomp and pride of life, and yet 
are bleſſed with all its comforts, whilſt on the 
other hand they are exempt from all the trials 
of indigence—they enjoy the full accomplith- 
ment of the prayer (Proverbs xxx. 8.)— 
«© Give me neither poverty nor riches, feed me 
with food convenicnt for me, leſt I be full and 
deny thee, and fay who is the Lord? or leſt I be 
Faor, and ſteal, and take the name of my God in 
vain,” A converſation becoming the Goſpel, in 
tome reſpect proportionable to your advantages, 
may naturally be expected from you, and your 

exerting 
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exerting yourſelves in the ſervice of God will have 
an immediate good effect upon all the orders below 
you. The higherranks are very much out of our 
fight, but you are immediately in our view, and 
by letting your light ſhine forth before men, 
the generality will be impreiied to imitate your 
good conduct, and glorify their Father who is in 
Heaven. 


You have an immediate and neceſſary inter- 
courſe with the lower order of men. They depend 
very much upon you, and by taking conſtant op- 
portunities of adviſing and inſtructing them you 
may be of eſſential ſervice to ſociety—you may 
reſtrain the wicked and licentious, you may ſup- 
port the juſt and upright, you may rectify the 
views of the ill- informed, and whilſt you call upon 
rulers themſelves not to be © a terror to good 
works, but to the evil,” may inſtru your depen- 
dants in that juſt obedience which is due them.— 
You may particularly teach them to reverence the 
King of kings, and check that open blaſphemy 
and profaneneſs ſo dreadfully ſhocking to the 
ear.— Thus you may be honoured as inſtrumen- 
tal in the hand of God in reclaiming finners 
from the error of their ways,. ſaving ſouls from 
death, and hiding a multitude of ſins. Alt is true. 
this will occaſion you to be ſingular, but confider, 
ſo alſo will be your reward—therefore © ſtrive to 
enter in at the ſtrait gate, for many ſhall (barely) 
ſeek to enter in, and (but ſeeking) ſhall not be 
able.” 


Such 


„ 


Such a faithful conduct as this would ſoon over- 
turn the kingdom of darkneſs, and we ſhould in a 
ſhort time ſee Satan tumbling from his throne.— 
No doubt, his ſervants will make oppoſition, but 
be of good cheer ;—he that. is for us is ſtronger 
than all that are againſt us. Chriſt hath overcome 
the world—your time of trial will be ſhort, your 

triumph everlaſting ; yet a little while, and he 
that ſhall come, will come and will not tarry.— 
Then ſhall the rightcous man ſtand in great 
boldneſs before the face of ſuch as have afflited 
him, and made no account of his labours—when 
they ſee it, they ſhall be troubled with ter- 
rible fear, and ſhall be amazed at the ſtrangeneſs 
of his ſalvation, ſo far bey ond that they looked 
for. Then repenting, and groaning for anguiſh 
of ſpirit, they ſhall ſay within themſelves, This is 
he, whom we had ſometime in derifion, and a 
proverb of reproach, we fools counted his life 
madneſs, and his end to be without honour—how 
is he numbered among the children of God, and 
his lot is among the Saints—how have we erred 
from the way of truth, and the light of righteoul- 
neſs hath not ſhined unto us—we wearied our- 
ſelves in the way of wickedneſs and deſtruction, 
but as for the way of the Lord we have not known 
m. What hath pride profited us, or what good 
hath riches with our vaunting brought us? all 
theſe things are paſſed away like a ſhadow, and 
as a poſt that haſted by—as the duſt that is blown 
away wich the wind, ſo is the hope of the un- 
godly, but the righteous live for evermore, and 
their reward is with the moſt higheſt.” —IViſdom v. 


Having 
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Having, therefore, beloved, theſe warnings, 
and theſe promiſes, let us ſeparate, and come out 
from among them that are enemies to their own 
peace, to the honour, and glory of God, and the 
peace and proſperity of his Church. Let us ab- 
ſtain from all unneceſſary familiarity with them, 
what neceſſity does not authorize, or a wiſh to 
be uſeful to them prompt us to: “ for what 
fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs, 
and what communion hath light with darkneſs, 
and what concord hath Chriſt with Belial, or what 
part hath he that believeth with an infidel ?— 
wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing, and I will receive you, and I will be a father 
unto you, and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, 
ſaith the Lord Almighty”—a ſtate of adoption 
which far exceeds the riches of any earthly inhe- 
ritance, and which I heartily pray may be the 
happy portion of all who read theſe lines. 
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